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The ultimate objective of the UNPOB mandate is to verify that at stage II of the weapons disposal plan the collected weapons have been placed in secure, double-locked containers under its supervision.
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Bougainville is a small but very complex society with a great diversity of clans, sub-clans and language groups. The divisions, suspicions and mistrust created by the war have only served to compound that complexity. Given also the extremely low level of the island’s development, it is not difficult to understand the slow pace of change in the society. Yet there has been change. In accordance with the Lincoln Agreement, the former warring factions have chosen to resolve their differences peacefully. With the help of the Office’s bridge-building, brokering and facilitating role, they have significantly advanced the process of change that has been under way since that Agreement was signed. Their leaders have a unity of purpose and action, although that has not yet permeated the whole society, which still bears the deep scars of war. The peace process is undoubtedly stronger than it has ever been before, but it still needs nurturing.—SG in S/2003/345
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